Global Warming and Its
Threat to Rhode Island

Presentation of Senator Sheldon Whitehouse
Committee on Environment and Public Works
January 30, 2007



Cherry Tree on Adelphi Street,
Providence, on January 7, 2007
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Mean Annual Surface Water
Temperatures, Narragansett Bay

Mean Annual Surface Water Temperature
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Sources of Data: 1956—1594 National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration Newport
Station; 1995-2001 University of Rhode Island Graduate School of Oceanography Fish Trawl
Survey, Fox Island Station.



Narragansett Bay Fish Kill
Summer 2003




Changes in Annual Temperature of
Northeastern United States
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Union of Concerned Scientists -- http://www.climatechoices.org/ne/impacts_ne/temperatures.html



wn Providence Today




Downtown Providence Inundate
by 20-Foot Sea Level Rise
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Newport Harbor Toda
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Newport Harbor Inundated by 20-
Foot Sea Level Rise
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Barrington Today




Barrington Inundated by 20-Foot
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Smart Public Policy Makes A Difference:
The Rhode Island Example
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——Rhode Island Baseline (2001)

—— Projected Pollution Reductions With Implemented Solutions (2006)
— Projected Pollution Reductions With Policies Under Consideration
—— Rhode Island’'s Pollution Reduction Target




